
glenelly Lady May 2011

VINEYARDS:
All of the grapes destined for Lady May are grown on the Glenelly Estate vineyards, 
on the southern slopes of the Simonsberg in Stellenbosch. Soils are predominantly 
decomposed granite with a deep clay base. Glenelly enjoys a high percentage of 
cooler, east facing slopes. This is unusual for Stellenbosch and allows for slower, 
more even ripening, resulting in wines of great elegance and finesse.  

VINTAGE:
A cool winter ensured a good bud burst, which was nine days earlier than usual. Cool 
conditions during berry set led to loose bunches. Warm, dry conditions throughout the 
growing season meant very healthy, high quality fruit. Berry size was smaller than 
usual, leading to intense, concentrated flavors in the wines.

VINIFICATION AND MATURATION:
The grapes were handpicked and hand sorted, then lightly crushed into stainless steel 
tanks. Fermentation occurred naturally, using a combination of rack and returns and 
open pumpovers. Punch downs were performed twice daily on each tank. The wine 
was left for two to three weeks of extended post-fermentation skin contact, then gently 
pressed and run to new French oak barrels for malolactic fermentation and aging. It 
was initially left to rest on its lees for seven months, then racked on average every four 
months. The wine was matured in barrel for 24 months and was clarified with natural 
egg whites before bottling.

TASTING NOTES:

Lady May is Glenelly’s Flagship  

Estate wine, named for proprietor 

May-Eliane de Lencquesaing. 

Elegant and complex, this Bordeaux-

inspired red displays velvety tannins 

and lush fruit, perfectly balanced 

by fresh acidity. A true reflection of 

the Glenelly terroir, it flaunts bright 

flavors of blackcurrant, raspberry and 

blackberry, tinged with delicate floral, 

herbal and spice notes.

Winemaker Luke O’Cuinneagain

Varietal Blend 85% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Petit Verdot,  
5% Merlot

Location South Africa

Appellation Simonsberg-Stellenbosch

Alcohol Content 14.5%

TA 5.7 g/l

pH 3.65

RS 1.3 g/l

Accolades 
93 points “Cellar Selection” Wine 
Enthusiast, 92+ points Stephen Tanzer,  
92 points Wine Advocate,  
90 points Wine & Spirits,  
90 points Wine Spectator

Certifications 
Integrated Production of Wines  
(IPW) Certified, WIETA Member (Wine 
Industry Ethical Trade Association)


